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In the western half of 
the old empire, in addition to the Jewish scripts, the Arabic-speaking Nabateans de- 
veloped their own Aramaic script; the texts are found in Palestine, Transjordan, the 
Sinai, and northern Arabia. 



Arabia 

Among the languages of the Arabian peninsula, understood broadly to extend north- 
ward into the wildernesses of the Levant and westward into the Horn of Africa, there 
is great diversity. From early in the first millennium b.c.e. (perhaps ca. 900) there are 
texts in several varieties of Arabic (or North Arabic) and corresponding scripts, in- 
cluding a dialect more or less identical to Classical Arabic, as well as in Dedanite, 
Lihyanite, Safaitic, and Thamudic; the interrelations among these languages/dialects 
and their writing systems remain under study (table 5.6). 
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TABLE 5.6: North Arabic Scripts (Garbini I979>fig' 9f 
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a. Col. XXI, Dedanite; col. XXII, Late Lihyanite; cols. XXIII-XXV, 
XXIV, Hejaz; XXV, Tabuk); col. XXVI, Safaitic. 



Thamudic (XXIII, Teima; 



